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performance of the opera Notturno ILomantico, in the
old palace of the Visconti family, the Villa L'Olmo.
And there was a storm which must have upset the silk-
worms in their work, for here is the centre of the silk
industry, No woman comes to Lake Como without a
visit to Moretti, said to be the finest silk factory in the
country.

One morning I was informed that M. Gualdi and M.
Benini were waiting for me; the former was the mattre
d'hSttl of the Embassy Club (he is now at the Men-
seigneur Grille) and the latter is one of the heads of the
Hungaria. In a few minutes, with Benini at the wheel, we
were speeding towards Lake Maggiore and Gualdi's villa
at Suna, near Pallanza.

And there, as you may imagine, I had the best meal
during the whole of my stay in Italy; and as for the
wines, they were white and light, and red and sparkling
(and still light). Unfortunately they will not travel, so
they mature in the Gualdi cellar until the owner has the
leisure to enjoy them*

The Hungaria is noted for its music: Benini was
trained as a boy as a trumpet-player (orchestral, not brass-
band variety) in Bologna, and one of his Mow-students
was Respighi, the adapter of La ftotttiqw 5?anta$qw
and composer of "The Fountains of Rome/* who was
learning to play the violin,

A trip in a moto^boat on Lake Maggiore, with a visit
to Isok Belk* the home of the Botcomeos (you can see
the body of St. Charles Botcomeo in the crypt of
Cathedral for 5 lire^ more beautiful than eve*
on post-cards; &a intixxJuctiou to tibe cotaste